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Intro 

Printing out photographs is an exciting part of taking photographs! With so much technology available, and 
so many aspects of our lives existing online, our photos and memories often remain digital. It can be magical 
and developmentally stimulating for young children to get to experience a physical, printed version of a 
photograph they took: to hold it in their hands, display it in their room, or even alter or embellish it with other 
art materials. Children need to learn from all of their senses, including touch, and the experience of 
manipulating and looking at a physical photo is different than a purely digital photo experience. The other 
great thing about photographs is that they are endlessly reproducible. If you want another one or have made 
an error on your artwork, you can simple print another photocopy. Photo making and photo album creating is 
a natural family activity you can explore together with your child. Allowing kids to create their own 
scrapbooks/photo albums gives them control over their own narrative and allows them to keep a piece of 
their loved ones with them. 


Activity: Photo Collage 
Collaging is the act of combining many small pieces into one new piece. Usually, collage contains paper or 
photographs, which are glued onto a larger piece of paper or cardboard. Collage is an adaptable activity for 

all ages. Many people who feel nervous using other art mediums find comfort in using collage. 


Materials: photocopies, colorful paper, markers, crayons, or pens, glue and/or tape, paper, cardboard 
(optional), scissors


1. Choose a theme (see ideas below).  For many people, the structure of a theme will support them to begin. 

2. Choose a large paper or piece of cardboard to work on—we will call this your canvas. 

3. From your photographs and other materials, choose images and papers that match your theme. Layout 

the images on your canvas. When collaging, it is encouraged to layer. You can glue down some colorful 
paper and then glue a photo on top of that. Photos can overlap. 


4. When working with the images, you may want to alter their 
shapes. Use the scissors to cut out parts of the images. You 
can use your hands to rip the colored paper into smaller 
pieces. Children can practice fine motor skills and release 
some energy ripping paper!


5. To extend the project, you can encourage your child to add 
more details, such as writing or drawing on top or around their 
artwork, or adding embellishments like stickers or glitter. 


Photo Collage Theme Ideas 
• “My Family” — have children create a collage of the people in 

their family, using photos printed of all of their family members. 
Explore what the different family members mean to your child as 
they create.


•  “People Important to Me” — ask children to create a collage of the people important to them. beforehand, 
they can go through their home and take pictures of their family members or request prints of their friends 
or teachers. Children can carry this collage with them to school or other activities, and use it to show and 
tell others about the people in their life. Nonverbal and young children can use this to share more about 
themselves with others.


• “My week” or “my daily routine” — children can create a collage filled with images from a certain period in 
time — they can take photographs during a week, a day, or a special event, and then collage those images 
into one art piece. Explore the memories together and try to construct a narrative, discuss what happens 
first each day, for instance, and continue in order, letting you child lead you through their experiences.   


• “My favorite things” — your child can create a collage of their favorite toys, colors, meals, or activities. 
Children can use this as a conversation starter to reveal whats important to them.
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Activity: Making Photo Albums / DIY Book (two ways) 

Here are two ways to make a simple book which you can then turn into a photo album/scrapbook. I would 
encourage you to create them side by side, parent and child each, desiging and then filling your own photo 
album!


1. Simple Stapled Book 

#1: Gather several pieces of blank paper. Fold in half. 


#2: Staple the papers together along the folded edge. Keep close to the edge. Staple 2-3 times. 


#3: Fold over the stapled edge. This will help with opening and turning and the pages smoothly. 
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#4: Make a cover. Use construction paper or another heavier weight paper. Fold in half and crease. Line up 
the spine of your premade pages with the center fold of the cover.            


#5: Staple the cover & pages together. Fold & crease the spine again. Your book is ready to be filled!
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2. Paper Book Without Staples  

materials: paper, ruler, pen or marker, glue, scissors


#1: Gather several pieces of standard sized paper. Fold all pieces in half and crease. Choose one piece of 

paper to work with and set others aside. 

#2: Using a ruler, measure 5 centimeters down from the top of the center crease. Mark this spot. Then 
measure 5 centimeters up from the bottom of the center crease. Mark this spot. Connect the two marks in the 

center. 
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#3: Cut along the line you have just drawn. Folding the paper lightly will help you do this.  Put the paper aside 
afterward. 


#4: Taking a new piece of paper, repeat part of step #2, but do not connect the dots. Measure 5 centimeters 
down from the top of the center crease. Mark this spot. Then measure 5 centimeters up from the bottom of 
the page. Mark this spot. You are going to cut two places: from the outside of the page to the dots. 
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#5: Cut from the outside of the paper to the measured marks.


#6: Gently roll this paper like so. 


#7 Slide the rolled paper into the center slit of the other paper. Gently unroll it. 
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#8: Your pages will now be connected. At this point, you can create and add as many pages as you’d like by 
repeating steps #4-#7. 


#9: Make a cover. Choose a larger piece of paper. Fold it in half. Line up the folded edge of your pages with 
the folded edge of the cover.
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 #10: Glue the first page of the booklet to the inside of the front cover. Then repeat this on the back, glue the 
back page of the booklet to the inside of the back cover. 


Now your pages are secured! Decorate your cover and fill your book however you would like. 



